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Editor’s Note

Welcome to EBU Newsletter issue No 77.

2010 is ending on a positive note. EBU has a new visual identity: a new logo, website and information brochure have been developed as part of an overall communication packgage which conveys a sense of the future. 

EBU's efforts to voice the needs and interests of visually impaired people at EU level are paying off! The compromise agreement reached between the European Parliament and Council on the bus and coach regulation includes many of the key provisions that EBU had been calling for. Regarding copyright, the good news is that the WIPO Copyright Committee did meet our main aim to negotiate the text of a law to address the need for national copyright exceptions for print disabled people and to allow for cross-border exchange of accessible works; however, there is still a lot of hard work ahead of us if we want to achieve a legally binding treaty. Our campaign on accessible TV is also making good progress.

Our readers will be interested to read about "Railtime by phone", a very useful initiative launched by the Belgian national railways to provide accessible travel information to blind and partially sighted rail passengers.

EBU works to ensure that persons with visual impairment enjoy full access to cultural facilities and works. The In Touch with Art Conference provided a good forum for sharing skills, best practice and pioneering ideas in the area of access to museums and galleries.
EBU is working to make sure the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities is implemented effectively. Our Feature looks into how civil society can contribute to the implementation of the Convention. 

As we approach this time of holiday and fellowship, the EBU Office team should like to take this opportunity to wish all our readers a merry Christmas and a New Year full of opportunity, hope and achievement.
Enjoy your reading! 

Mokrane Boussaïd, 

EBU Director
Please feel free to send your comments on this Newsletter’s layout and contents to ebu@euroblind.org 
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A new visual identity for EBU

On November 12 2010, EBU launched the first stage of its new visual identity at the EBU PROGRESS Conference in Vienna, Austria, by presenting its new logo. The logo is part of an overall communication package which includes a redesigned EBU website and a brochure presenting EBU, launched in December 2010. The EBU Communication Working Group has played a central role in carrying out this project, with the financial support of  the Community Programme for Employment and Social Solidarity (PROGRESS) of the European Commission.
The aim is to make EBU more recognisable as a brand and to achieve a clear, consistent visual identity that resonates with all concerned. This brand will reflect the Organisation’s mission and core values, as represented in EBU’s stated objective “to protect and promote the interests of blind and partially sighted people in Europe to live full and independent lives. EBU works towards an inclusive society in which blind and partially sighted people have equal opportunities to full participation in society.” 

The new EBU logo

As EBU develops, it has become increasingly important that potential partners, sponsors, the media, European institutions and others can identify who we are, what we do and why we do it.

The new logo displays the letters EBU in bold blue capital letters. The letters are surrounded by a blue line of changing width that forms an abstract outline of an eye. This reflects the broad-based and open character of EBU. The logo is kept in one shade of blue, contrasting with a white background. Completing the logo is the strapline 'The voice of blind and partially sighted people in Europe', underneath the eye.

The new EBU website
Our website, www.euroblind.org, needed to be updated to reflect the changing face of internet, and the desire to refresh and modernise the image of EBU. Accessibility is of course a key issue and we have worked hard to ensure that the website is fully accessible. The design of the site is modern and elegant, navigation between the different parts of the site is guided both by menus and a ‘breadcrumbs’ system showing exactly where  on the site the user is currently situated. We are still completing the uploading of all the data onto the new site, so please visit regularly. Your comments on the layout, content and accessibility of the site would be greatly appreciated. 

A new EBU brochure
EBU has also produced a new information brochure, presenting the Organisation and its work in all its diversity. The brochure will be available in both printed and electronic formats. This dynamic new document will help us to communicate about EBU and to promote the Organisation efficiently. Contact the EBU Office for further details.

We feel that our overall communication package is strong and fresh and conveys a sense of the future. We hope you like it as much as we do!

For further information contact Gary May, EBU Information Officer, 

Email: ebuinfocom@euroblind.org
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EU UPDATE
EU regulation on the rights of passengers in bus and coach transport 
By Carine Marzin,

European Campaigns Officer, The Royal National Institute of Blind People

After 3 months of informal negotiations, the third and final stage of the legislative process on the bus and coach regulation started on 30 November 2010, when 27 representatives of the European Parliament, 27 representatives of the Council (one per country) and representatives of the European Commission met to find a compromise text on the bus and coach regulation. At the end of this so-called 'conciliation meeting' a compromise agreement was reached, which grants new rights to disabled people using bus and coach transport in the EU. 
 
If the compromise is approved by Council and the European Parliament in early 2011, blind and partially sighted people will have new rights when they travel on buses or coaches in the EU. These include a right to transport; a right to accessible travel information before and during the journey and a right to information about passenger rights, available at terminals and online. In addition, the text introduces the obligation for bus operators to organise mandatory disability awareness training for all drivers. There will also be a complaint handling mechanism available to all passengers, with independent national bodies in each Member State with the mandate to enforce the regulation and where appropriate to take penalties. 
 

Furthermore, for long distance bus and coach journeys (of 250 km or more) disabled passengers will be entitled to specific assistance, free of charge, both at bus terminals and on board. Where needed, transport for an accompanying person or guide will be free of charge. In order to get assistance, a 36 hour advance notice will be needed when booking bus or coach travel. There are also several provisions in the text which will benefit all passengers, such as reimbursement, assistance (meals, etc.), rerouting or compensation in situations of overbooking or in case of cancellation or long delays.

The compromise agreement includes many of the key provisions that the European Blind Union had been calling for, so EBU members will continue to lobby Member States and MEPs in order to make sure that the compromise agreement is well supported during the final vote in Council and in the European Parliament in early 2011.
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International copyright
By Dan Pescod, 

Campaigns Manager, Europe, International and Accessibility, The Royal National Institute of Blind People 

The latest WIPO Copyright Committee meeting (SCCR21) took place from the 8th to 12th November. Representatives from the European Blind Union and World Blind Union were there throughout.

The Committee went over its allotted time and finished its work at 01.00 on the morning of Saturday 13th November, after much debate over the way forward for our issue and other copyright exceptions for libraries and education in particular. The good news is that the Committee did meet our main aim for the week which was to agree two things:

1) To (finally!) negotiate the text of a law to address the need for national copyright exceptions for print disabled people and to allow for cross-border exchange of accessible works;

2) To publish a timetabled work program to devise and agree that law.

These seem simple and modest enough objectives, but the highly political atmosphere of the SCCR made them really tough to achieve, as the very late finish on Friday night / Saturday morning shows!

The work program anticipates that the next SCCR in June 2011 will run for an extra three days, so that it can work specifically on a law for print disabled people. That should mean we have in all about five days in June dedicated to agreeing a text for a "legal instrument", which could then be passed to the WIPO General Assemblies in September 2011.

This is very little time to get the work done. It might well be necessary to ask for further meeting days next year to finish this work off -we'll see. 

The agreed timetable does not specify what kind of "legal instrument" we will get. That will need to be fought out between now and the end of the June SCCR meeting. We of course want a legally binding treaty. So do all developing countries. The EU and USA want a "soft" and non-binding "recommendation".

There are a few countries that would appear from what we have heard and seen to be especially reluctant to have a binding treaty. It seems these are the USA, France, Switzerland and Germany. 

Before SCCR 21 we sent an open letter to the Commission and Council negotiators and indeed Internal Market Commissioner Barnier, urging them to back a binding treaty. At the time the letter was supported by 69 MEPs. We heard at the SCCR from a few delegates that it had a positive impact on the EU position. At the time of writing, this letter now has the backing of 99 MEPs. 

What now? 

The whole print disability community will have to work very hard during the next year to ensure we get a legally binding, effective treaty, and not a weak and ineffective "recommendation". We'll also have to work hard to ensure that the text is fit for the purpose we need it to serve.
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Access to television
By Dan Pescod
A further telephone meeting with DigitalEurope, the umbrella body representing TV manufacturers, took place on November 29, 2010. It made good progress and agreed what will hopefully be some final changes to the user requirements specification which describes how digital TVs should "speak" the on-screen information such as electronic programme guides. 

The final sign-off is expected imminently, and we expect the user requirements to be submitted to relevant standards bodies by the end of 2010. 

It is worth remembering that whilst this work sounds rather theoretical, it is vital that EU TV manufacturers have a commonly agreed set of user requirements so that, when they produce future digital TV models, these can be made to speak the menus in whichever EU country they are sold.

Back to contents
Single Market Act

By Stefaan De Rynck,
DG Internal Market and Services
European Commission
The European Commission is launching a European-wide public debate on the Single Market Act. It is a package of 50 proposals to accelerate growth, boost competitiveness and restore confidence in Europe. Proposals were drafted with the purpose of making the lives of Europe's companies and citizens easier, including the visually impaired.
The Single Market is made up of 27 EU countries. Between them goods, services, people and capital can move freely. It has benefited businesses as much as consumers who have seen mobile phone prices come down by 70% and the cost of airline tickets drop by 40%.

We know the Single Market has more to offer, and we know there are areas that Europe has come up short. For the Single Market to truly work we need individuals as well as businesses on board. Everyone has a stake in the future of the Single Market.
With that in mind, the Single Market Act proposes measures to tackle some of the most pressing issues for citizens. These include stepping up the fight against counterfeit and piracy, support the development of small and medium-sized enterprises, improving access to public services, building better infrastructure, eradicating borders to online shopping within Europe, and increasing the Single Market for services. 

Commercial services catering to those with specific needs ought to be made available across the EU without administrative hassles or needless protectionism. There are nearly 18 million visually impaired people in the EU, but 95% of books are not available in accessible formats such as audio or Braille. Those that are available can be subject to cross-border restrictions on distribution, even between countries with the same language. One of the proposals in the Single Market Act seeks to address this issue by improving the free movement of services and the management of copyright at EU-wide level. 
Europe has enormous potential for developing a social economy. The last decade has seen many innovative projects initiated by individuals, foundations and big businesses that offer creative solutions to problems of social and economic exclusion. Examples include travel agencies for disabled tourists and businesses offering low-cost assistance devices to help the visually impaired perform daily tasks. The Commission will reflect on new initiatives to support the development of these kinds of social enterprises. These could include supporting the social performance of companies, or still encouraging banks and financial institutions to open up social investment funds and making use of their dormant savings. To foster more cross-border action in the social economy, the Commission will also propose to create a statute for a European foundation.

These proposals are not set in stone. Over the next four months the Single Market Act's 50 proposals are up for debate throughout Europe – in parliaments, regions, with civil society, trade unions, business federations and associations like this one. Multiple mediums are in place for everyone to get involved. These include a website, hearings at the European Parliament, visits by Commissioners to the different Member States, and events organized by the Commission Representations in the Member States. 

As a follow-up to this wide-ranging discussion the Commission will agree on a final set of priority measures to focus on so that we can celebrate the 20th anniversary of the Single Market in 2012 with renewed dynamism.
More information is available at:

http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/smact/
Via this link you can access press materials, videos, and other interactive features.
To get involved immediately and have your say in the future of the Single Market please go directly to the following link to access the online questionnaire:

http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/ipm/forms/dispatch?form=smact&lang=en
or you can access the full text of the Single Market Act by linking to: 
" 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2010:0608:REV1:EN:PDF#page=2



stefaan.de-rynck@ec.europa.eu
Tel: +32 2 296 3421
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EBU COMMISSIONS 

In Touch With Art Conference – a great success! 

By Carol Borowski,

Chairperson, EBU Culture and Education Commission

The EBU General Assembly held in Turkey in 2007 directed the Culture and Education Commission to hold a conference on access to culture and heritage.
An opportunity arose to work in partnership with St Dunstan's, a UK charity for blind ex-service men and women. The partnership between EBU and St Dunstan's was a great success, as was the conference, In Touch with Art, which was held at the Victoria and Albert Museum in London in October 2010. The event, which was Europe’s largest conference on access to museums and galleries, was a two day programme with 26 speakers who were international experts in the fields of heritage, the arts and vision impairment.

Included in the programme were visits to some of London’s most prestigious museums, plus discussion and audience participation, interactive workshops, accredited training and break-out sessions which enabled delegates to share best practice, explore pioneering ideas, and develop new and existing skills. Many of the speakers were blind or partially sighted, providing valuable first-hand perspectives on the museum and gallery experience.

There were ten free places for EBU members and their guides, and the feedback we’ve received was extremely positive.
The In Touch with Art conference delegates passed a resolution calling for equal access to museums for visually impaired people. 

EBU and St Dunstan's were subsequently invited to present the resolution to the European Commission and the European Disability Forum, at a one day conference, which posed the question, “European Citizenship: Real Benefits for Persons with Disabilities?” 

This took place on 3rd December 2010, the European Day of People with Disabilities. It was a welcome opportunity to show to the Commission the barriers which blind and partially sighted people face in accessing museums and galleries. The following message was delivered to the Conference on my behalf:

“EBU, in partnership with St Dunstan's, warmly welcomes this opportunity to demonstrate to the European Commission the present general inaccessibility of museums and other places of cultural interest to blind and partially sighted people. Experience shows that this can be addressed by, for example, audio description, models and tactile images and being able to handle exhibits. Some museums do follow such good practice, but across Europe generally such good practice is exceedingly rare. 

We sincerely hope the insights which the Commission has gained from the presentation on 3rd December 2010 will lead to the recognition of the importance of blind and partially sighted citizens of Europe having equal access to places of cultural interest in the near future.”

We can’t rest on our laurels however! Being invited to present the resolution was a tremendous opportunity to bring to the attention of the European Commission the fact that blind and partially sighted people across Europe want equality of access to our shared and diverse cultural heritage.

We need to lobby both nationally and internationally to ensure that this resolution moves higher up the EU legislative process, and to let the gate-keepers of our cultural heritage know that we won’t be left out in the cold. We are knocking on their doors, and we want to come in, to enjoy and take part in our cultural heritage!
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NATIONAL NEWS 

Belgium

Real time train information by phone

By Bart Simons,

Chairperson, EBU Access to Information Commission

Is my train delayed? From which platform will it leave? Daily questions that sighted travellers can answer at a glance by consulting the screens in the station. No need to repeat that these are often inaccessible to blind and many partially sighted people.

The Belgian railways launched last year a website where one can find exactly the same information as shown on those screens. This simple and fairly accessible website is available in English, Dutch, French and German and can be found at www.railtime.be
A good start, but one does not want to open a laptop in the middle of the crowd (even if many stations offer free Wi-Fi access to the website). A mobile version (http://m.railtime.be) is also available for consultation on a smart phone. But many of us can't afford such a device, including the screenreader or magnification software, or lack the knowledge to configure its internet access.

A new service called "railtime by phone" provides a much easier access to train information. +32 2 432 0000 can be dialled from any landline or mobile phone. After the welcome message and the language choice one can ask information about a journey, either by giving voice commands or by choosing from a menu. The system will inform you which is the first train to your chosen destination, at what time it leaves, from which platform and whether it is delayed or not. Just say "next train" or press 2 to hear the desired information. Frequent travellers can save their journey to save time in the future.

The website and the phone number are not special services for visually impaired people but they are extremely handy for us who cannot see the screens. A manual is available on Daisy-CD. 

For further information contact the Belgian Confederation for the Blind and Partially Sighted,

E-mail: bcbs.cbpam@skynet.be
Tel: +32 2 732 53 24
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VIEWS awarded for its volunteering work

VIEWS (Visually Impaired's Educational World Support) is a Belgian organisation that sets up European projects for and with visually impaired young people. We received on December 3, 2010 the Golden Trophy of the European Voluntary Forum at the European Parliament in Strasbourg.

The European Voluntary Forum is an annual event, organised by the French Federation of Volunteering with the support of the European Parliament. The event focuses on volunteer work in various projects all over Europe. For the fourth edition eight organisations were selected and invited to present their project on the website and in a plenary session held on December 3 in the European Parliament in Strasbourg. VIEWS was represented by Loredana Dicsi, who started her presentation by confirming that the organisation is entirely run by volunteers. Furthermore, through its European projects, it offers young visually impaired persons the opportunity to do voluntary work abroad under ideal circumstances.

The selected projects are candidates for the European Trophy of Voluntary Work. This award is given after a three round voting process. The votes via internet and from the Forum attendees count each for 45 percent. The remaining 10% of votes are given by a professional jury. This year the Bronze Trophy was given to a French organisation performing theatre  in rest homes and hospitals. The Silver Trophy went to Cyprus that was represented by the ex-Minister of Education. VIEWS was awarded the Golden Trophy with high votes from the jury and the audience in the Parliament.

About VIEWS

VIEWS was created in 2001 and has continued to grow thanks to voluntary work of a motivated team. Initially from Belgium it later  became a European network called VIEWS International. Initially the main activities were youth exchanges giving visually impaired people from different countries the opportunity to meet, discuss and learn from each other in a spirit of independence.
Since 2007 VIEWS has been hosting European volunteers who are visually impaired. In 2009 this work was taken over by VIEWS International. VIEWS currently sends European volunteers abroad and hosts one volunteer in collaboration with VIEWS International. 

VIEWS is delighted with this European award for volunteering work. It is a recognition of our work aiming to increase self-confidence and independence in visually impaired youngsters.

More information about the award can be found at:

www.volunteers-europe.eu
For more information about VIEWS, please visit www.views.be or contact us at viewsbelgique@gmail.com or +32 4224 7016.
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Bosnia and Herzegovina
News from the Library for the Blind of Srpska

The Special Library for the Blind and Visually Impaired of Srpska in Banja Luka has engaged in different projects and activities over the past few months. Some concern culture and education, others are related to computers and aids.

On the first subject we would like to mention our Essay Contest 2010. Applicants were asked to write in Serbian, Croatian or Bosnian an essay about their experience with accessibility in the domain of blind and visually impaired persons.

The second project that we want to emphasize is a film, with the working title "Meeting". This educational motion picture is developed in cooperation between the Library and Srpska Blind Union. The main plot is about a middle-aged blind man who comes back to his home town in order to find the love of his life. During his journey he receives help from his niece and from college students who try to understand how to help a blind person and how to react to different daily life situations. The length of the film is 35 minutes and the premiere was on December 18, 2010.

In the field of computer science and aids, we have achieved two important things. One is the translation of AMIS into Serbian (www.daisy.org), for which our thanks go to our team of experts, and the other one is the localization of an Index Braille 4WaysPro printer (www.indexbraille.com)

For more information please visit www.bsrs.rs
or write to  bsrs@bsrs.rs; branko@bsrs.rs
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Italy

22nd National Congress of the Italian Union of the Blind and Partially Sighted

On 26-28 October 2010 the 22nd National Congress of the Italian Union of the Blind and Partially Sighted (UIC) was held in Chianciano Terme, in the province of Siena, Tuscany, in order to renew UIC governing bodies after a very intense five-year mandate. Many policy makers attended or sent messages on the occasion of the opening ceremony which was especially enriched by the highly appreciated presence of EBU President Lord Colin Low, of Donata Vivanti, Vice-President of the European Disability Forum, as well as of Sinan Tafaj, President  of the Union of the Blind in Albania. After three days of passionate, lively and vibrant discussions, the National Council was renewed and Tommaso Daniele was re-elected as UIC President for another five-year period. “I am really happy”, he stated, “that Italian blind and partially sighted people placed once again their trust in me. Our Union will go on promoting and defending their rights with an even stronger commitment in the current economic crisis.  We all hope that - as Lord Colin Low put it - despite the unfriendly financial climate, UIC can go from strength to strength in the future”.

www.uiciechi.it
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FEATURE - The role of civil society in the implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
By Ana Peláez Narváez,

Vice-President, United Nations Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Over the past few years there has been much talk about the new paradigm in human rights and disability brought about by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). The leitmotif of the Convention -“Nothing about persons with disabilities without persons with disabilities”- encapsulates and forms the backbone of this key instrument and the resulting policies, programmes and actions aimed at ensuring its proper implementation.  

This is why the participation of persons with disabilities, whether it be directly or through the organisations representing them, is a constant and permanent theme in the Convention. Worthy of mention here is the explicit reference in the Preamble, which states that “persons with disabilities should have the opportunity to be actively involved in decision-making processes about policies and programmes, including those directly concerning them”. 
The Convention, however, goes further than this; Article Four places an obligation on States Parties to closely consult with and actively involve persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities, through their representative organizations, in all aspects related to the development and implementation of legislation and policies to implement the present Convention, and in other decision-making processes concerning issues relating to persons with disabilities. Consultation should also take place in the area of international co-operation policies aimed at realising the rights set out in the Convention.
Direct engagement by civil society, and in particular by persons with disabilities and their representative organisations, also involves full and active participation at all levels in the monitoring process, including direct participation in the focal points set up for this purpose both nationally and internationally.

As a result, the State Committee of Representatives of Persons with Disabilities (CERMI) has been appointed as the independent body in charge of monitoring treaty implementation in Spain. This has been widely welcomed by the international community and is viewed as an example of good practice in many States Parties and sectors of civil society.

Despite the fact that the Convention repeatedly calls for the involvement of persons with disabilities through their representative organisations in all stages of the process leading to the proper implementation of the treaty in a State Party, it is surely in the area of monitoring where civil society can best perform and carry out its co-ordinated and organised actions.

Among the numerous responsibilities given to the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in terms of monitoring the Convention internationally, the main tasks are appraising reports from States Parties and entering into a constructive dialogue with States Parties by offering recommendations and advice. In order to do this, and with the aim of supplementing the information received from States Parties, the Committee also calls upon civil society, and particularly organisations of persons with disabilities (OPDs), to submit alternative reports, organise side events and interact directly with the Committee during its sessions.  

To ensure effective input from civil society, it is vital to take into account a number of recommendations for drawing up these alternative reports, which undoubtedly help the Committee as it performs its functions. Civil society organisations must draw up a plan for drafting reports and consider their content, bearing in mind they may be submitted at any time during the process or at specific stages during the process (following the Initial Report, the List of Issues and Questions, during the monitoring phase of the Concluding Observations or when the Periodic Report is submitted).

In all cases the Reporting Guidelines for States Parties’ reports, as drawn up and adopted by the Committee, should be used as a guide when drafting alternative reports. Such reports should provide an objective, reasoned and constructive response to official state reports, and one single report from a coalition of OPDs is more useful than several reports from different organisations. 

Furthermore, it is essential to identify the main obstacles preventing the proper implementation of the CRPD and put forward proposals to remedy the problems based on the situation in the country itself. In doing this, it is important to include the gender perspective in reports, incorporate those issues which lead to greater discrimination against girls and women with disabilities and report on questions which directly affect them and result, in many cases, in violations of their fundamental rights: forced sterilisation, coercive abortion, exercising the right to motherhood, gender-based violence and sexual abuse, access to the labour market and the right to live independently, among others.

To complement this information, it is also helpful to include an overview of the situation faced by vulnerable groups who suffer particular discrimination in the exercise of certain rights, while focussing also on possible differences in different geographical areas.

Following this stage, civil society organisations engaged in the process should work on disseminating their alternative reports, planning carefully when and how to do this in order to gain maximum benefit. It is important to recall that civil society reports will not be translated to official languages by United Nations, so the organisations themselves will have to provide translations to the working languages used in the Committee at the time, which depends on the make-up of the Committee. For the coming years, and following the recent arrival of new independent experts to the Committee, Spanish and English appear to be the basic languages required to ensure all members of the new Committee can gain access to the reports.

As regards when and how to disseminate the report and spread the message, the Committee has provided for direct interaction and engagement with civil society in both its Rules of Procedure and its Working Methods. Civil society organisations may ask to appear before the Committee during the sessions set aside for such hearings during its sessions, and may also attend public sessions during the Committee’s dialogue with the State Party.

Furthermore, in other treaty-based UN human rights committees it is standard practice for civil society organisations to build up a personal rapport with committee members, and especially with the rapporteur appointed to handle the report from the State Party in question. This practice will undoubtedly also become the norm in the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, as has already occurred in the case of side events during our first four sessions.

In addition to providing input directly by submitting alternative reports, civil society can widen its activities by playing an active role in the Days of General Discussion and in the Committee’s drafting process for General Remarks and Recommendations.

In conclusion, in advocacy work to defend and secure recognition for the fundamental rights of persons with disabilities, it is vitally important, if not essential, to make the most of the many activities and expertise built up by civil society over the years during its active participation in the monitoring processes in other human rights treaties. By doing this, civil society will help to mainstream disability in all areas and, without a doubt, organisations of persons with disabilities will play a key and irreplaceable role.   
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COMING EVENTS
EBU Board 

4-6 February 2011





Tirana (Albania)

End of May or beginning of June 2011

Norway
26-28 August 2011 





Istanbul (Turkey)

Contact: Birgitta Blokland

bjb202@hotmail.com
EBU Commissions and Steering Groups

March 2011

EBU Rights Commission

Contact: Philippe Chazal

presidence@cfpsaa.fr


(date and venue to be confirmed)

Early July 2011 




Accra (Ghana) 

EBU Development Commission 

To be held in conjunction with the Fifth Africa Forum (3-8 July) and Tech Share Africa 

Contact: John Heilbrunn

jh@dkblind.dk
(to be confirmed)

Early October 2011



Fredericia (Denmark)

EBU 9th General Assembly

Other organisations

14-19 March 2011



San Diego (USA)

26th Annual International Technology and Persons with Disabilities Conference – CSUN  
Topics related to blindness/low vision will include: technology applications in different age groups within blind and low vision; AT applications in congenital blindness; AT applications in acquired blindness; AT assessment/funding for blind and low vision.

For further information visit 

www.csunconference.org/index.cfm?EID=80000300&p=381&page=Text&ECTID=759
28 March 2011




Paris (France)

Fifth European eAccessibility Forum 

Organised by BrailleNet, an association involved in the development of information technologies aiming to promote inclusion and integration, the Forum provides an opportunity to hear at first-hand about experiences from users with disabilities, public organisations and industry. Speakers are specialists involved in organisations representing users and consumers with disabilities, research organisations and companies operating at European level or worldwide. Through the analysis of case studies, they will explain what eaccessibility is about and will present the solutions that allow digital contents and services to comply with the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines.

For further information visit
http://inova.snv.jussieu.fr/evenements/colloques/colloques/70_index_en.html
or write to francesca.vignudelli at snv.jussieu.fr
18-22 May 2011




Graz (Austria)

ICEVI-Europe Teacher Training Conference

The theme of the conference is Visual Profile, i.e the application and adaptation of the WHO International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF) in rehabilitation and education of people with visually impairment

For further information visit

www.icevi-europe.org/calendar/ttconference2011.html
5-8 June 2011



Toronto (Canada)

International Conference on Best Practices for Universal Design 

This conference will explore new strategies to help support our increasingly diverse population.  It will bring together professionals and experts from around the world to address critical issues and questions about universal design in a format supporting dialogue and discussion. Session themes include housing and home modifications; public buildings; community environments; the next generation accessible bus.

For further information visit www.ficcdat.ca
15-16 June 2011




Copenhagen (Denmark)

Tenth European Conference on Supported Employment
European Union of Supported Employment is working for a qualified, professional approach to obtain ordinary jobs in the open labour market for people with disabilities and other disadvantaged groups.
The Conference will be a forum where thoughts and ideas meet, where there is opportunity to find inspiration for and from both the practical, administrative and theoretical level. It is open to all who have an interest in supported employment: providers of supported employment and other social services; employers; users and their organizations; policy makers; administration; teachers; and researchers.

For further information or to submit a proposal for workshop (by 1 February 2011), visit www.euse2011.org
or write to info@euse2011.org
29 June-1 July 2011



Warsaw (Poland)

Third International Conference "Education for All"
Organised by the University of Warsaw, the Conference will look into three themes: preparation of teaching staff and organization of support for pupils with disabilities in the framework of inclusive education; implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; IT and assistive technologies in higher education. An exhibition of assistive technology will also be held in conjunction with the conference.

For further information, visit 

www.disability.uw.edu.pl/index.php?lang=english
or write to disability@uw.edu.pl
27–30 September 2011


Leipzig (Germany)

World Congress Braille21: Innovations in braille in the 21st Century


This event is organized by the German Central Library for the Blind in Leipzig in partnership with several blindness organisations.

The basic form of braille has 6 dots, there are also 6 thematic priorities at the Congress: education and literacy; vocational training, employment and lifelong learning; research and development; improving access to information; braille as a part of universal design; the role of braille in enabling independent living.

For further information visit www.braille21.net/en
or contact Jenni Handschack at info@braille21.net
11-13 July 2012




Linz (Austria)

Thirteenth International Conference on Computers Helping People with Special Needs

Pre-Conference on 9-10 July 2012

ICCHP focuses on all aspects related to AT (Assistive Technologies) and ICT (Information and Communication Technologies) for people with disabilities. User involvement and user-centred design are the underlying general topic of ICCHP leading to an interdisciplinary discussion of all stakeholders in the value chain that allows social innovation in the information society.

For further information visit www.icchp.org/node/295
or write to icchp@jku.at
17-21 September 2012



Delhi (India)

TRANSED 2012 - 13th International Conference on Mobility and Transport for Elderly and Disabled Persons  

"Seamless Access for All: Universal Design for Transport Systems and Infrastructure as a key element in the creation of livable cities".  
For further information visit www.transed2012.in

