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Editor’s Note

Welcome to EBU Newsletter issue No 80.

Always active on the EU front, we have three ongoing campaigns which are worthy of attention. The first is that EBU has launched a campaign for improved accessibility of websites for the blind and partially sighted community. Secondly, we have also achieved a high number of signatures from MEPs for the Written Declaration on accessible labelling on the packaging of industrial products, and we have also addressed the lack of accessibility of manufactured goods and services in our response to the EC Green Paper on the modernisation of EU public procurement policy. Last but not least, Dan Pescod offers an update on the proposed World Blind Union treaty to put an end to the book famine. The WIPO Copyright Committee meeting, which takes place between the 15-25 of June, is a crucial stage in this ongoing battle. More details soon...
The wide range of activities in which our national members are involved is highlighted in our National News section. Read about an awareness-raising event in Ljubjana (Slovenia) that showed to the general public the environmental obstacles faced by the visually impaired in this city. In the UK, a protest march by disabled people against budgetary cuts drew a large number of participants, and in France a petition in favour of audio description was handed over to the ministry of culture.

We also put the spotlight on two new cross-cultural projects.  The “Touching Maths” project brings together 7 schools for the blind and partially sighted to look at methods and braille codes used in teaching maths and science subjects, whilst the EBU “Mapping Access to Culture Project” builds on the Resolution jointly passed by EBU and St Dunstan’s at the In Touch With Art Conference.  EBU’s ongoing work within the framework of the PROGRESS programme is also outlined, as this forms an important part of our activity. 

Our Feature this month offers a worldwide overview of the issue of silent cars and the problem that electric and hybrid vehicles pose to the visually impaired population, an issue in which EBU is actively involved.

Enjoy your reading! 

Please feel free to send your comments on this Newsletter’s layout and contents to ebu@euroblind.org 

Reminder: EBU's new website is now operational and the Office is busy feeding contents into it. Do not hesitate to let us have your comments both on the contents and on their accessibility.
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The European Commission supports EBU's work in 2011
By Romain Ferretti,

EBU Project Officer
This year again, the European Commission's Community Programme for Employment and Social Solidarity (PROGRESS) is lending its generous financial support to EBU for the completion of a work programme that focuses on the following key areas:

· The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD)

In 2011 EBU will continue the work on its legislative database initiated under PROGRESS 2008-2010. Information on articles already dealt with (9 “Accessibility”, 24 “Education”, 27 “Work and employment” and 30 “Participation in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sport”) is being updated and two new articles are being processed. Another aspect of article 9 will be covered by investigating national legislative provisions related to accessibility of public places and transport for guide dogs. Article 28 (Adequate standard of living and social protection) will be looked at from two different perspectives: minimal income granted to VI persons who have no other sources of revenue; and allowances to compensate for additional costs incurred because of disability. Questionnaires have already been sent out to national members and should be returned by 22 July. Visit the database at:

www.euroblind.org/convention/nr/66
· EBU 9th General Assembly

The 9th EBU General Assembly will be held on 4-7 October 2011 in Fredericia, Denmark. The assembly is a milestone in the life of the organisation during which EBU's strategic plan 2012-2016 will be discussed and approved. PROGRESS funds will help cover the attendance costs of delegates from less well-off countries.
· Transport

In 2011, the EBU Commission on Transport and Mobility has conducted a survey on the rights of VI air passengers to assess the impact of the Regulation (EC) No 1107/2006 of 5 July 2006 on VI air passengers. The survey report being drafted and should be made available shortly.
· Employment

As part of its commitment to help implement the European Employment Strategy and the EU Disability Strategy, in May 2011 EBU carried out a fact-finding study on the employment situation of visually impaired people in Poland. This followed the same methodology and approach used for the studies carried out in previous years in Germany, Italy, Romania, Sweden and the Netherlands. A report is being drafted. Read the Hidden Majority reports on study visits already completed at:

http://www.euroblind.org/working-areas/rehabilitation-vocational-training-and-employment/
· Communication
As part of the ongoing implementation of its external communication strategy:

- The EBU Newsletter is released every 2 months in 4 languages (English, French, German and Spanish). EBU will also benefit from its new website structure and visual layout to upload an even more easy-to-navigate and visually attractive newsletter. When technically possible, spontaneous sharing will be promoted thanks to new Web 2.0 features (e.g. direct share from the EBU website). 

- Press releases are translated into French, German and Spanish when practicable.

- News flashes have been introduced: they consist in very short messages sent to EBU members to announce new papers, coming events or important dates related to EBU day-to-day activity.

- The EBU brochure entitled “Making information accessible for all” has been updated to incorporate developments in today's technological environment. This is available in English at:

http://www.euroblind.org/resources/guidelines/nr/88. It is being translated into Dutch, French, German, Spanish and Swedish and will be widely disseminated so as to raise awareness on the importance of making information accessible for blind and partially sighted people. 
- EBU is improving its international network of journalists and relevant news media. This network will be instrumental in efficiently conveying EBU’s general core values to specialized and mainstream journalists while participating in the overall effort to increase EBU’s recognition. National members willing share their media database can contact Gary May, EBU Information Officer, at ebuinfocom@euroblind.org. 
- EBU is creating a database of images and photographs related to visual impairment. Based on images already existing in national databases, it will be at the disposal of EBU members to assist in their communication activities. This database will also be used to compare symbols, signs and images used in different countries on themes concerning visual impairment. Those EBU members willing to contribute, please contact Gary May.
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EU UPDATE
Launch of EBU campaign for the accessibility of websites 
By Carine Marzin,

European Campaigns Officer, The Royal National Institute of Blind People

On 16 and 17 June EBU attended the Commission's first Digital Agenda Assembly in Brussels where we launched our joint campaign for the accessibility of websites, together with partners the European Disability Forum, AGE Platform Europe and ANEC.  We are calling on the European Commission to review our proposal for a legal act and to propose binding EU legislation to make all public websites accessible by 2015. More information on this campaign on the EBU website: 

http://www.euroblind.org/news/nr/399
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EBU responds to EC Green Paper on modernisation of public procurement 
By Carine Marzin
EBU responded to the EC Green Paper on the modernisation of EU public procurement policy. In its response EBU argues that public procurement provides a unique lever to address the lack of accessibility of manufactured goods and services for blind and partially sighted people - it should therefore be used to maximise access wherever goods and services are procured for the public. We are therefore calling for the accessibility criterion to be made a mandatory requirement in all public procurement. Link to our response on the EBU website: http://bit.ly/mBnrRV
Back to contents
EBU ask MEPs to sign Written Declaration on accessible labelling 
By Carine Marzin

MEPs Konstantinos POUPAKIS, Ádám KÓSA, Cecilia WIKSTRÖM, Richard HOWITT and Eva LICHTENBERGER initiated a written declaration calling on the European Commission to launch a consultation on the feasibility of introducing, at Community level, a voluntary system of Braille and alternative labelling to enable access to information on packaging for consumers who are unable to read print. EU legislation on labelling is not strong enough as it does not address the needs of blind and partially sighted people. Therefore EBU warmly welcomes Written Declaration 14/2011 and EBU members have asked their MEPs to sign it. At the time of writing, it looks like the Written Declaration is likely to be adopted during the last June plenary session of the European Parliament. More information on this campaign on the EBU website: 

http://www.euroblind.org/news/nr/391 
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Update on the “books without borders” treaty campaign
By Dan Pescod, 

Campaigns Manager, Europe, International and Accessibility, The Royal National Institute of Blind People 

EBU national members have been working with MEPs, national parliamentarians and the European Dyslexia Association to ensure questions are asked of national governments to find out their position on the World Blind Union's WIPO treaty proposal. 

Given that the European Council works as a block, and has one single position at WIPO, asking these questions in each Member State is the only way to try to find out whether our own governments support our call for a binding WIPO treaty. 

At least twelve EU Member States have been asked for their position on this matter. Of these, only Germany and the UK have given a formal answer at the time of writing. Germany supports the previous EU line that a non-binding “WIPO Joint Recommendation” would be better that a binding treaty, whilst the UK says it is open minded, but falls short of supporting our treaty proposal, saying it “goes beyond existing international agreements on copyright”.  

It appears from these responses and more informal communication that the EU Member States are continuing to stand behind the anonymity of the common Council position, and push for soft law at WIPO in the crucial Copyright Committee meeting which starts on 15th June 2011. 

What now? 

The World Blind Union has a great team of people from around the world heading to WIPO for its Copyright Committee meeting. These include experts on legal matters and on accessible formats. We will make a strong case for a binding law which allows us to really make a difference to the number of books blind, partially sighted and other print disabled people can read.

An update on progress at WIPO will be given the week after the meeting (the ten-day meeting will end in the small hours of 25th June).
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EBU COMMISSIONS AND STEERING GROUPS
EBU brochure “Making information accessible for all”
By Bart Simons,
Chair, EBU Access to Information Commission
EBU published a brochure to help everyone to produce accessible electronic and printed documents. This includes Word, PDF and OpenOffice documents, spreadsheets, presentations, web pages, books etc. It is not a complete instruction guide. Our pragmatic approach offers solutions that everyone can put in practice, without expensive software.

The brochure is currently available in English but several translations (Dutch, French, German, Spanish and Swedish) are planned. If you can contribute to these or other translations, you are very welcome. 

We hope that this publication will demonstrate that accessible information is realistic, not too complicated and not expensive. This publication is a thorough update of a brochure that EBU published on the same topic in 2003. I thank everyone who has contributed to this work.

Please contact the EBU Office with your comments and suggestions with regard to the contents of the brochure or when you want to help translating.

The brochure is available as a web page at the following link:

http://www.euroblind.org/resources/guidelines/nr/88
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EBU “Mapping Access to Culture Project”
By Carol Borowski, 

Chair, Access to Culture Co-ordinating Group 

Chair, EBU Culture and Education Commission
The EBU “Mapping Access to Culture Project” builds on the “In Touch with Art” Resolution passed at a conference jointly organised by St Dunstan’s and EBU (www.st-dunstans.org.uk/itwa). The Resolution calls for the implementation of the cultural rights of blind and partially sighted people, recognised by Article 30 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The Resolution was presented at the European Day of People with Disabilities in December 2010.

The EBU “Access to Culture Project” will start in September 2011. EBU’s 45 member organisations will be invited to respond to a questionnaire about the accessibility of cultural places people visit: tourist attractions, museums, theatre, opera, concert halls. The responses from EBU members will provide the user perspective. In addition, a questionnaire will be sent to some 20 cultural organisations known to have been successful in implementing accessibility projects, to document the provider perspective. 

The EBU project report will include:

· policy recommendations for governments and European institutions,

· practical guidelines for cultural organisations,

· a list of potential partners for follow-up projects on access to culture in Europe.

As part of the project, EBU will begin in 2012 to develop European advocacy and lobbying activity for the cultural rights of blind and partially sighted people. It will also seek opportunities for European funding for cultural projects.  

The project will be coordinated by a Project Co-ordinating Group and undertaken in consultation with the EBU Culture and Education Commission, relevant EBU Commissions and with the support of the EBU Office. EBU has recruited Marcus Weisen as project officer. He has organised conferences on access to culture on behalf of EBU in 1990 and 2010. 

Watch this space for further progress reports!

Contact: carol.borowski@tiscali.co.uk
marcus.weisen1@gmail.com
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World Sight Day - 13th October 2011
By Alenka Bera,

Coordinator, EBU Low Vision Steering Group
World Sight Day is an international day of awareness, held annually on the second Thursday of October to focus attention on the global issue of avoidable blindness and visual impairment. 

This year, this Day will be celebrated on the 13th of October. Since there is no global theme for World Sight Day 2011, we thought the EBU and its national organisations could use the occasion to highlight challenges that people with low vision are faced with and what organizations are doing to meet the needs of this diverse group of visually impaired people. 

Please let us know in advance what events and activities you are preparing and perhaps we can share the inspirations and ideas and thus support each other in celebrating this Day of everyone’s right to sight. 

Send your plans and ideas to the EBU Office at ebu@euroblind.org. 
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Touching Maths, a European project under the Comenius umbrella
By Peter Brass,
Project participant from Germany
Comenius is the branch of European Union projects oriented towards schools. The “Touching Maths” project brings together 7 schools for the blind and partially sighted from the following countries: Belgium (project coordinator), Estonia, France, Germany, The Netherlands, Norway and the United Kingdom. The schools represented both serve students in specialized environments (traditional schools for the blind and partially sighted) as well as students in mainstream education. 

The main objectives of the project are: 
· Looking at and evaluating national Braille codes (on paper and electronic) used in mathematics and science instruction.

· Analyzing strengths and weaknesses in the codes represented in order to suggest possible improvements.

· Promoting examples of good practice in math and science instruction.

· The dissemination of sources for interesting and stimulating materials to enhance the process of math and science teaching.

· To identify software products (such as calculators) to facilitate math teaching.

· To spread knowledge of codes and methods in math instruction to make possible student exchanges easier.

The project got under way in August of 2010 and will last through July 2012. In order to reach the above mentioned objectives, project partners will meet 4-5 times in different countries to discuss their work and to demonstrate methods and materials. Between project meetings work is achieved through a mailing list, a blog and a website which will be established in the second half of the work period. This website will also be available to the general public to make the project’s findings available to interested teachers, students and researchers. 

The following institutions form the project partnership:

- Belgium: Secondary School Spermalie, Brugge
- Estonia: Tartu Emajõe School, Tartu

- France: INJA, Paris

- Germany: Johann-August-Zeune-Schule für Blinde, Berlin

- Netherlands: Royal Visio, Rotterdam

- Norway: Huseby Resource Center, Oslo
- UK: RLSB Dorton College, Sevenoaks
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NATIONAL NEWS 

France – The petition “Yes to audiodescription”
From 14 April to 20 May 2011, during the second Audiovision Festival, the Association Valentin Haüy launched an online petition to mobilise support for the development of audio description in France.

The petition was handed over to Mr François Hurard, advisor to the Ministry of Culture and Communication on matters concerning cinema, video games, science and diversity, on the 6th of June. The petition requested that Mr Hurard:

- persuade film producers and directors to add audio description to their films;
- oblige TV channels, especially those funded by the state, to show more programmes with audio description;
- encourage cinemas to acquire the necessary technology;
- ensure that production and distribution companies make DVDs with audio description available to the public.
Within one month, over 11625 internauts signed up to join this action designed to help the blind and partially sighted to “live normally”, to put it simply.

NB: Due to the busy agenda of Mr François Hurard, the meeting initially planned for the 27th May at the Ministry of Culture and Communication was rescheduled for the 6th June.

Association Valentin Haüy

www.avh.asso.fr
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Portugal - Adventure 4 All
For the third consecutive year, ACAPO is challenging the Portuguese visually impaired youth for a week full of adventure and sports. The "Adventure 4 All" initiative is promoted within the activities of the National Youth Commission, an ACAPO body created in 2008, aiming to foster the young visually impaired to associative life, to strengthen and promote their social participation and facilitate access to cultural activities, sports and training. 
This year's edition of "Adventure 4 All" will take place between the 25 and 29 July in the "Pena Aventura Park", a recreational sports and adventure facility of about 16 hectares, which will enable participants to experience various activities, including the Fantasticable, the largest suspended cable in the world with about 1500 meters which provides a descent to a maximum speed of 130 km per hour. "Within the spirit of adventure, adrenaline and limits challenge, the previous editions have already enabled a very positive and enriching experience for autonomy and self-esteem of our participants," Carlos Lopes, President of the National Board of ACAPO, outlined. He also referred that these are "true experiences of social inclusion that extend to the context of each visually impaired person’s own daily life."
ACAPO (Associacao dos Cegos e Ambliopes in Portugal)
www.acapo.pt
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Slovenia - Ljubljana becoming more accessible
By Aleksandra Surla,
Slovene National Association of the Blind
From 8th to 10th April 2011, the city of Ljubljana was honoured to host a very special event, in which blind and partially sighted people had the opportunity to show sighted people different ways of orientation outside their homes. The three-day event took place in Ljubljana's Tivoli city park, and was aimed at all sighted people who were interested in experiencing a little bit of blindness. Everyone was able to join a group, which consisted of a landscape architect and a blind person who guided them through the course full of different obstacles. To make the experience more authentic, sighted visitors used simulation glasses and were accompanied by another person. This enabled them to pay more attention to sounds, smells and tactile factors.

It all started a few years ago, when Andreja Albreht, one of the project organisers, started helping a young blind boy. The realization of all the difficulties he had with moving around the city inspired her to write her degree thesis on this topic. Her thesis was soon upgraded into a book, where the author deals with the different ways blind and partially sighted people adapt to the environment.

The idea of the event in Ljubljana's city park was to draw attention to the needs of blind and partially sighted people in the built environment. It seems that the project has achieved its purpose since the municipality of Ljubljana has decided to adapt the park to the visually impaired until December 2012, which will certainly improve the quality of leisure time for many visually impaired residents of Ljubljana.
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United Kingdom - Thousands of disabled people protest against public spending cuts
By Yashoda Sutton,
Senior Media Relations Officer, Policy and Campaigns, 
Royal National Institute of Blind People

On 11 May, over 5000 disabled people, their families and friends joined The Hardest Hit march through London, to warn the UK Government that public spending cuts and unfair welfare reforms will have a significant negative impact on our quality of life.  

In fact, research found that changes to the welfare system would find disabled people worse off by £9 billion over the course of this parliament. Ken has sight problems and marched with his wife who has multiple disabilities. He illustrated just how stark the situation is for many, saying: "If the changes go through, we'll lose our home and my wife will have to go into a care home."

Minister for Disabled People, Maria Miller MP, declined an invitation to address those marching. However, Liam Byrne MP, Shadow Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, spoke to the crowds, saying: “People agree that the welfare bill needs to come down but we should do that by getting people into jobs not by pushing them into poverty."  

Many people also met their MPs, asking them to challenge policies that push disabled people further into poverty and isolation. 

There is unity among disabled people on these issues. The Hardest Hit campaign is organised by the UK Disabled People’s Council and the Disability Benefits Consortium, bringing together individuals and over 40 organisations. Further protests will take place around the country later in the year, where people will continue to make their voices heard and explain why the cuts must stop.
yashoda.sutton@rnib.org.uk
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Access to technology - World Blind Union audio description toolkit
This toolkit aims to familiarise, inform and advise organisations working for/with blind and partially sighted people about the benefits of audio description and on how to achieve it in their respective countries. When incorporated into a programme or a film, audio description can ensure that blind and partially sighted people are able to enjoy that film or television programme independently. Audio description is like a narrator telling a story, an additional commentary that describes body language, expressions and movements, making the story clear through sound.

www.worldblindunion.org/en/our-work/campaigns/Pages/AccessToTechnology.aspx
For further information, contact Sonali Rai

Media and Culture Development Officer

Royal National Institute of Blind People

Tel: +44 20 7391 3270

Sonali.rai@rnib.org.uk
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FEATURE – Silent Cars
The sound of silence – The danger of electric vehicles
By Gary May,

EBU Information Officer

The advent of electric vehicles has undeniable environmental and economic advantages. At a glance, the fact that these vehicles are also silent may also seem to be an advantage; the levels of noise pollution in the urban environment are already high enough. However, this does not take into account the fact that a considerable number of people, and in particular the visually impaired, use sound as an important source of information when moving around. 

EBU has been aware of this issue for some time and has long campaigned for the introduction of some kind of sound warning device to be compulsory in electric vehicles. EBU included this issue in its keynote document known as ‘The Dublin Declaration’, where article 13 calls for “The maintenance of traditional distinctions between pedestrian areas and traffic, and ways of warning of the approach of the so-called silent car”. The issue was not taken very seriously at first, but is now moving up the agenda and studies are underway to try and establish the most efficient way of overcoming the problem. For example, a report released by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) in the USA stated that hybrid and electric vehicles are nearly twice as likely to be involved in accidents with pedestrians as vehicles with internal combustion engines. In January it was announced that President Obama had signed a bill which will require that silent cars be given devices which emit sound in order to alert pedestrians and the blind and partially sighted of their arrival.
http://www.egmcartech.com/2011/01/06/obama-signs-new-law-that-will-require-quiet-cars-to-get-noisier/
In Europe, the situation is complex, due to the differing legislation in each country. The EBU was consulted by two leading car manufacturers, Nissan and Renault, on what they are doing in terms of provision of audio sounds in their electric vehicles. 

Nissan gave the EBU a demonstration of sounds incorporated in their first generation electric cars to be launched in Europe, Japan and the United States in the coming months. Three sounds have been integrated into the vehicle in consultation with United States National Federation of the Blind and the blindness organisations in Japan: a start-up sound, a slow running sound as the vehicle starts up and accelerates or as it slows down or decelerates and when the vehicle is reversing. Renault demonstrated a number of sound-combinations to the EBU. They have yet to decide on the exact sounds to be used. EBU has concluded that considerable work and trial still needs to be undertaken by both these manufacturers to ensure that a distinct audible sound(s) is chosen and that a standardisation of sound(s) be devised. 

Recently a small Danish company, ECTunes, announced a system which would make electric vehicles audible, with different sounds for different circumstances. They use a system of directed sound which creates a specific sonic field beyond which the sound is almost inaudible. The sound emitted would change according to whether the vehicle is reversing (the sound would come from behind) or moving forward (the sound would come from the front), also, above a speed of 30 km per hour the sound would stop as at such a speed the noise made by the tyres on the road surface is superior to that emitted by the vehicle. More information on this initiative can be obtained from the company website, www.ectunes.com/.

In Germany, research started early last year and is ongoing. A major workshop was held in January this year where carmakers, researchers, insurers, senior civil servants, mobility trainers and NGOS took a close look at the state of work and discussed minimal requirements for sound generating technology. Currently two major studies are underway with EBU’s German member, Deutscher Blinden- und Sehbehindertenverband e.V., one of which is a laboratory study, the other will be undertaken in real life situations. The latter has a very complex test design using different types of traffic geometry, such as shared space. 

At UN level, research began in 2009 and is ongoing to establish international norms for sound emissions by electric vehicles. They are looking into not only the type of sound, but also specific circumstances. In addition to the direction oriented sound, as mentioned above, a sound must be emitted by the vehicle when the motor is running but the vehicle is stationary at a junction, for example, so that pedestrians are aware of its presence. 

As was reported in issue 76 of our Newsletter by Des Kenny, CEO of EBU’s member organisation in Ireland, the National Council for the Blind of Ireland, Nissan will be supplying its new electric hatchback, LEAF, to Ireland in early 2011 and Renault will launch its light commercial electric vehicle, Kangoo Z.E., later in the year. The Irish Government aims to achieve its target of 10% of Ireland’s vehicles being electric by 2020 and the Nissan-Renault partnership aims to see 2000 cars on Irish roads by 2011. NCBI was delighted to learn that Nissan is installing a noise in its new electric car, LEAF. Although these efforts are to be commended, concerns were raised that Nissan will be offering drivers a facility to deactivate the noise, which in effect removes a fundamental safety feature for all pedestrians.

If manufacturers are left to their own devices, they will each install different systems of sound emissions, which can perhaps be disabled by the driver. It would seem therefore not just sensible but imperative to obtain internationally binding standards on this important issue, which would avoid confusion for pedestrians and road users alike. The UN believes that after consultation with all concerned recommendations could be made within a year or so. UN expert Kenneth Feith resumes the situation: “We have produced cars which made a lot of noise and have worked to reduce noise levels. Now we have cars which are silent and we simply need to make them detectable to pedestrians.”
http://www.latribune-online.com/index.php?news=39751
EBU will continue to be a (non silent!) motor in this issue, campaigning and contributing as widely as possible to ensure that the visually impaired population can continue to have complete and safe mobility in towns and cities throughout Europe. We would welcome news of any innovations or legislative measures in individual countries which we could feed into the debate for a Europe-wide solution. We will keep you informed of future developments on this topic.   
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COMING EVENTS
EBU Board 

26-28 August 2011 





Istanbul (Turkey)
3 October 2011





Fredericia (Denmark)
Contact: Birgitta Blokland

bjb202@hotmail.com
___________

4-7 October 2011




Fredericia (Denmark)

EBU 9th General Assembly
For registration and for information on how to get to Fredericia, accommodation, programme, etc. visit the EBU Website.

Other organisations

14-21 July 2011



Olomouc (Czech Republic)
International Esperanto Congress of the Ligo Internacia de Blindaj Esperantistoj (LIBE). 
The congress theme is “Learning Esperanto by using modern technology”.
 

For further information write to priborsky@volny.cz 
 

30 July-7 August 2011


Nitra (Slovakia)
Esperanto Language Course

ILEI, the international association of Esperanto teachers, is organising an international Esperanto study week. Visually impaired, youth and adults are invited to attend this event. This is an excellent opportunity to learn Esperanto in the morning, enjoy various leisure activities, excursions, social evenings and to get acquainted with the Slovakian culture and that of other participating countries.
For further information visit http://en.lernu.net/pri_lernu/renkontighoj/SES/2011/index.php
27–30 September 2011


Leipzig (Germany)

World Congress Braille21: Innovations in braille in the 21st Century


This event is organized by the German Central Library for the Blind in Leipzig in partnership with several blindness organisations.

The basic form of braille has 6 dots, there are also 6 thematic priorities at the Congress: education and literacy; vocational training, employment and lifelong learning; research and development; improving access to information; braille as a part of universal design; the role of braille in enabling independent living.

For further information visit www.braille21.net/en
or contact Jenni Handschack at info@braille21.net
11-13 July 2012




Linz (Austria)

Thirteenth International Conference on Computers Helping People with Special Needs
Pre-Conference on 9-10 July 2012

ICCHP focuses on all aspects related to AT (Assistive Technologies) and ICT (Information and Communication Technologies) for people with disabilities. User involvement and user-centered design are the underlying general topic of ICCHP leading to an interdisciplinary discussion of all stakeholders in the value chain that allows social innovation in the information society.

For further information visit www.icchp.org/node/295
or write to icchp@jku.at
30 July – 3 August 2012 


Chemnitz (Germany)
35th Congress of the Association of Pedagogy for the Blind and Partially Sighted

With this year’s motto “Diversity and Quality”, discussion about inclusion will be pursued. To this end, four symposia will cover the following topics: Inclusion – Development of educational institutions and professionalism; (Multi-)cultural diversity of learning opportunities; Inclusive living environments of adults with multiple disabilities; Specific offers in education and rehabilitation.
For further information visit 
http://www.vbs-2012.de/en/welcome-homepage-xxxv-convention-pedagogy-for-blind-and-visually-impaired-2012-0
or write to info@vbs-2012.de
17-21 September 2012


Delhi (India)

TRANSED 2012 - 13th International Conference on Mobility and Transport for Elderly and Disabled Persons

"Seamless Access for All: Universal Design for Transport Systems and Infrastructure as a key element in the creation of liveable cities".  
For further information visit www.transed2012.in
10-18 November 2012 


Bangkok (Thailand)
Joint General Assemblies, World Blind Union and International Council for Education of People with Visual Impairment 

November 10–11: WBU Diversity Forum

November 12–16: WBU General Assembly

November 15–18: ICEVI meetings and General Assembly

November 15–16: joint program days, sessions for both WBU and ICEVI participants for most of that two-day period

November 17: joint strategy day related to EFAVI (global campaign on Education for All Children with Visual Impairment) 

November 18: ICEVI General Assembly
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