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Press release
Paris, 16th June 2011
Inaccessible websites: “Time to act”, says EBU

Today, as the European Commission discusses Europe's Digital Agenda, the European Blind Union (EBU) is launching an EU wide campaign calling for legislation to make websites accessible and reminding the Commission that equal access to information is both a rights and a business issue.

The Internet brings unprecedented opportunities to widen access to

information and increasingly essential information is only available online. Blind and partially sighted people rely on websites being accessible and meeting recognised web accessibility standards. Yet the vast majority, including public sector websites, do not meet these voluntary standards. This means that those who use assistive technology risk being denied access to services including education, health, social protection, employment, transport, banking and housing.

EBU and partners, the European Disability Forum, ANEC and AGE Platform Europe, have proposed a legal act on accessible websites to the European Commission, and are calling for binding EU legislation to ensure that public websites and those delivering basic services are made accessible as soon as possible.

EBU President, Lord Low of Dalston CBE, says: "Access to online information is a rights issue, but it is also a business issue. There is growing evidence that divergent policy approaches to web accessibility in Member States are fragmenting the digital internal market. This leads to additional costs for businesses, creates barriers to trade and is not conducive to innovation."

A growing number of EU Member States are taking action to improve web accessibility, including national legal obligations. This has led to different requirements and certification standards. The lack of harmonisation impedes the free movement of ICT goods and services and creates legal uncertainty, particularly for technology providers.

The European Commission is due to make proposals by the end of 2011 to ensure that public sector websites are fully accessible by 2015. EBU President, Lord Low hopes that these proposals will be robust: "It is time to move from words to deeds; we have seen countless declarations, resolutions and communications on this issue over the last 10 years - it is now time to act", he says.

____________

For more information contact Carine Marzin, via pressoffice@rnib.org.uk or

call +44 20 7391 2223.

Notes to editors
More information on the EBU campaign

For details of the EBU's proposals visit: 
http://bit.ly/lBHRaL
Further information

The Digital Agenda for Europe is the European Union's road map for bringing the benefits of a digital society and economy to Europe's citizens. The Digital Agenda is Europe's strategy for "a flourishing digital economy by 2020".

http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/digital-agenda/index_en.htm
The Digital Agenda Assembly (http://bit.ly/fO4vct) is organised by the European Commission on 16 and 17 June 2011 in Brussels. The European Commission has invited a range of participants from industry, the research community and NGOs, as well as representatives from Member State governments to assess progress in meeting the targets of the Digital Agenda.

In 2006 the Riga EU Ministerial Declaration on "an inclusive information society" included a commitment to make all public websites accessible by 2010. Ministers also committed to deliver standards in public procurement for ICT products and services, with a view to making these mandatory by 2010.

In 2008 the European Commission published a study entitled 'Measuring E-accessibility in Europe' which highlighted that only 2.6% of key public and commercial websites in Member States were accessible, while only 5.3% of government websites were accessible. 
http://bit.ly/jcgc8r
The EU ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD), which came into force on 22 January 2011. Equal access to information is a right now enshrined in articles 9 and 21 of the UNCRPD.
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