BEIJING DECLARATION AND PLATFORM FOR ACTION
FROM THE FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN 
HELD IN CHINA 1995
A FOLLOW UP AND REPORT

BY THE EUROPEAN DISABILITY FORUM WOMEN’S COMMITTEE 2010.
In March 2010, the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) will discuss the fifteen-year that have passed since the adoption of the declaration and the Platform for Action. A significant part of this Beijing +15 discussion will be the sharing of information between the delegations from both governments and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) about improvements in the status of women since the adoption of the Declaration and good practices for implementing change.

Of course, there will be differences of approach between countries in their reporting for Beijing +15 reviews, but the emphasis is expected to be a comprehensive picture of the actions undertaken in the past 15 years to improve the lived experience of all women in each of the member nations of the UN.
The 12 critical areas of concerns in the declaration are:
1. Poverty
2. Women Decision Makers
3. Education and Training
4. Government Institutions

5. Health
6. Women’s Rights
7. Violence
8. Media
9. Armed Conflict / Refugees
10. Environment
11. Economy

12. Young Girls

Women with disabilities (WWD) and girls with disabilities (GWD) are mentioned in 27 paragraphs in the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. In some paragraphs WWD and GWD are mentioned repeatedly in several sub-paragraphs! 
This report will reflect the present situation for women with disabilities (WWD) and girls with disabilities (GWD), and investigate whether any progresses have been made in 15 years since the adoption of the declaration. 

It is almost impossible to measure the progress that may have taken place during the past 15 years with regard to all the commitments that States promised to undertake to secure a better life for WWD and GWD when they signed on to the declaration. 
The commitments to WWD and GWD given in the declaration, is rarely reflected on by women’s NGOs or in the UN system or by different Governments in their official national reports to the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW). 

At most, women and girls with disabilities are only included in lists of “marginalized groups” without any analysis of the needs of WWD and GWD or the severe discrimination that exists against WWD and GWD. 

It is also obvious that WWD and GWD are still invisible or “non-existent” persons, as most reports are also silent concerning the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities CRPD with respect to Article 6 on Women with disabilities. 
A very few States have reflected on the Standard Rules on Equalization of Opportunities for Persons With Disabilities, which was the instrument we had at time of the Declaration. As far as we know, no state has reflected on the UN Convention on the rights of Persons with disabilities (CRPD). However, the Standard Rules do not address children and women with disabilities in particular, in contrast to the CRPD, and is no longer a relevant document with which it is possible to measure progress made on WWD and GWD, after the UN adopted the CRPD. 

Furthermore, in the few Governmental reports that do mention the Standard Rules, there is no documentation of any progress being made since 1995 with respect to policies enacted or efforts undertaken to improve the lives of WWD.
It is more appropriate to measure progress regarding the status of WWD in relation to the CEDAW and CRC and to the CRPD.  
In many national reports the Governments state that:

“The Government has adopted a comprehensive plan for implementing the strategy of gender mainstreaming within the Government Offices”. These plans, however, do not include WWD or GWD because issues regarding persons with disabilities often fall under departments of social and health affairs and not under “Gender Equality” Affairs. 
It seems that Governments and officials see WWD as sexless as WWD are not included in any gender equality efforts undertaken by States. In national reports about women, WWD are robbed of their status as women, but are referred to only as “PEOPLE” with disabilities as it appears in the Swedish report to CSW. 
Governments, officials, media and civil society have a long way to go in understanding that WWD and GWD have the same aspirations, needs for recognition and protection against discrimination, as all other women and girls, but with an additional focus on the discrimination that WWD and GWD face on the basis of disability.

It is with deep concern that EDF Women’s Committee realizes that the UN system, Governments and the CSW have once again forgotten WWD and GWD and omitted recognition of their needs in reporting on women. 

The EDF Women’s Committee wishes to makes the following remarks in the context of the Beijing Declaration and note with sadness that the situation of WWD and GWD as it appears in this report is the reality in most societies in the world: 
In reference to Paragraph 32 Annex 1, of the Declaration, dealing with equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms for all women and girls who face multiple barriers, the EDF Women’s Committee wishes to make the following comment:  
We note that very few, if any efforts have been taken by Governments to ensure that WWD and GWD can fully enjoy the right to freedom and their fundamental Human Rights on an equal basis with others. In most societies in the world, severe discrimination on the basis of disability and gender are ongoing problems.
In many industrialized countries and perhaps also in developing countries, it is well known that WWD have a higher degree of education than men with disabilities (MWD), as girls have better results in school than boys. But WWD and GWD have less access to job opportunities, and if a woman with a disability gets a job, she is less likely to work full time. She is paid less than all other groups of workers and WWD have less access to support services, technical aids and have more difficulties in obtaining assistants, sign language interpreters, accessible information, access to buildings and facilities, access to guides or other support, than men with disabilities. WWD also have poorer health in comparison to all other groups in the society, both physically and mentally (due to discrimination). 
Women generally have less access to good quality health care  than men in general do. This reflects also within the disability populations that face discrimination on the ground of disability and gender among other grounds of discrimination.  
REFERENCES: 
It is a well known factor that girls have better results in school than boys. (UNESCO and UNICEF). Young women are doing better at high school level and at the University levels than young men. There are more female students than male students in industrial countries. WWD have higher degrees of education than MWD (The UN Special Rapporteur on Education).  
ILO, WHO and other UN agencies and national studies have the knowledge of that if WWD are employed they are working less than full time, are paid less, have less access to support services, and have poorer health. This is also known by national and international DPO’s, but there are rarely any programs or policies addressing the situation. 
In reference to Paragraph 46 of Annex II: 
This para also targets the social and psychosocial isolation that many women from marginalized groups face and this is also of relevance for WWD in most countries of the world. Very little is mentioned in any governmental reports about the problem of isolation and neglect of WWD and GWD, who are often left out of the social community in our societies. 
In paragraph 60: In the declaration where WWD are mentioned, EDF Women’s Committee would like to make the following comment: 
The disability movement has conducted several statistical surveys and found that WWD are among the poorest people in the society.  
Very few efforts have been undertaken by States to remove the obstacles to improving the economic situation for marginalized women, and WWD in particular.  
REFERENCES: 

There are studies undertaken in Canada, Spain, USA, New Zealand, Australia, UK and Sweden. All documentation could be reached from the disability movement and organisations of women with disabilities that exist in some of the countries. In USA there are social workers and organisations working for PWD that have collected the information. 
In paragraph 80: Regarding access to education:

During the last decade there have been more opportunities for WWD to gain higher education, but as mentioned before, higher education has not led to more job opportunities. In general WWD face a significantly higher unemployment rate in comparison to the national unemployment rate or to the unemployment rate of MWD. Particularly young WWD face tremendous barriers to entering the labor market, even when they are well educated and qualified.  
Most Governments have paid very little attention to the multiple discriminatory situations many WWD live under. The labor market is generally quite closed for PWD and the unemployment rate for PWD remains high, irrespective of upward or downward trends in the economy. As noted above in reference to Para 32, WWD have a higher unemployment rate than MWD and if a woman with a disability gets a job, it is often only part time work. Women in general earn less than men, and WWD also earn less than other women with the same skills or educational background. WWD have poorer health, both physically and mentally, primarily as a result of deeply rooted discriminatory behavior in the society towards WWD and GWD.    
REFERENCES: 
It is a well known fact that women in general have better result in school than boys and UNESCO and UNICEF has a good knowledge of this since quite long. Despite that women earn less at the labor market, which is also a well known fact, which is a big issue within the UN Commission of the Status of Women  (CSW) and many reports are published both within ILO, CSW, EU and many national reports on the gender pay gap. WWD are part of the gender discrimination and studies from DPO’s in Canada, Australia, Spain, UK and Sweden among others, prove that  gender discrimination have the same structure for PWD as appears in the general population. MWD earn more than WWD for doing the same job. The gender pay gap affects also PWD in the same way as the rest of the population. 
In paragraph 81: on Education, EDF Women’s committee will make the following comments:
Under international law, every person has the right to a primary education as a consequence of Human Rights treaties that have been agreed by all UN member states. 
The officials in many countries know from many studies that girls are achieving much better results in school than boys are. For example, this has been an official well known fact in Sweden for 40 years now.  
Despite this, when they enter the labor market, men are paid better than women. Young WWD are usually not able to find a job until they become older, if any. 

The disability movement has find, that WWD and GWD who also are illiterate and refugees or asylum seekers, rarely benefit from courses on literacy skills because, in most States that receive immigrants, the educational system for immigrants does not meet the needs of WWD and GWD and do not take WWD into account in literacy programs etc. 

Furthermore, in western countries asylum seekers have no right to access to the social security system, WWD and GWD who are seeking asylum have no right to access the aid programs established to support PWD.  

REFERENCE: 
Swedish reports are too complicated to translate. But UNESCO has the same information. Information can be reached either by the Ministry of Education in Sweden or any embassies or by UNESCO’s disability unit. Further can information be received by UNICEF or national UNICEF offices where in place. 
Concerning the education of asylum seekers and refugees WWD  and GWD, those groups have less access to educational service due to gender stereotypes and cultural expectations. In most western countries, asylum seekers can not access social benefits and therefore not be able to take part in the educational settings in particular if you are of need for special adaptations. This also affect MWD of course, but as men have priorities in the society, and if there is a choice to support a man or a woman, the priority goes to the man. UNHCR have reports of this gender discrimination. Although, very little statistics can be find, due to the lack of interest to report on open discrimination of WWD and of PWD in general. 
Paragraph 82 and the following, EDF Women’s Committee wishes to make the following comments: 
This Para targets the same areas that are mentioned in Para 81, with the same response as noted above. 
In paragraph 101: The EDF Women’s Committee wishes to make the following remark with respect to the increased life expectancy of women: 

Women are in a majority of the world population and women live longer than men. In western economies, WWD over 65 live longer than men or MWD.  
It is well known that women and men in general have an unequal access to quality health care and medication. This inequality also affects elderly WWD disproportionately in comparison to MWD. Despite that fact, WWD survive men or MWD by several years, but under much more difficult conditions throughout their lives!  
The ageing population in industrial countries also creates many more persons, in particular women, who will gain disabilities. No State has so far prepared for this demographical knowledge and put programs and recourses in place to meet the need from the older population with disabilities. This is a concern for women as women live longer than men. 
REFERENCE: 

WHO have the full statistics of the life expectancy of the world’s population, and EU is also undertaken some research like many other industrial States. The ageing population is also an area of concern in the Beijing Platform for Action. The problem is that the situation for women that gain disability in the later stage of their life, are not recognized as an area of particular concerns.   

In paragraph 106: EDF Women’s Committee wishes to make the following comment regarding access to affordable and quality health care, information and related services: 

In reports by the States, there is nothing that indicates that even an attempt has been made to ensure that agencies providing support services to PWD also reach out to WWD and GWD. 
Governments have never conducted research to determine what support services WWD and GWD would need or how to gain access to those services. It is also suspicions that, in some countries, MWD receive better quality support services than WWD, including technical aids. 
As is the pattern in the health care system, more expensive and technical support and devices are provided to men and boys with disabilities than to WWD and GWD. 
European Disability Forum (EDF) has found that many States in Europe and perhaps also in many other States in the world, there is still a habit among health care professionals, to sterilize WWD or even young GWD. This is even more common even in countries that do not allow abortions. Most sterilization takes place without the consent or information of the woman or girl. It is mostly directed to women and girls who have an intellectual disability or psychosocial disability, with the argument that she is not capable to take care of the child! Health care professionals are not  communicating with the social welfare sector or other support service system in existence for PWD. It seems to be the opinion of the doctor, or other staff in the health care system that makes the decision and rob WWD and young WWD from their fundamental Human Rights to make her own decisions and possibility to give birth to the number of children she is willing to have. 

It seems also that the social welfare system will not take the cost for supporting the mother with disabilities and in many cases it is the authorities that make the decision together to sterilize a WWD not for the best of the woman, but for the best of the economy of the tax payers. 
REFERENCE: 
In the reports to the CEDAW monitoring committee, national countries must report on women and health. In the parallel reports to the country reports made by NGO’s it is common to find that it is a gender discrepancy in the access to health care system. Even if women seek more health care support and live longer than men, women are not that healthy and have less expensive medicine, get less surgery made and are not diagnosed so carefully. Reports made by many DPO’s show the same situation for WWD. 
In paragraph 109: Concerning violence and trafficking in women: 
Even though there are some small projects in some countries that address violence against WWD, no academic research has been conducted and the projects themselves are, in most cases, not funded by the government. The resources available for projects on violence against WWD come mainly from foundations or other NGOs that are promoting projects in the disability field. 
GWD have not received any attention at all regarding violence against girls and young women with disabilities.  A notable exception is the work that is done by Save the Children UK, which is extraordinarily good. 

Paragraph 124 and 126, EDF Women’s Committee wishes to make the following comments: 
In this paragraph Governments are urged to: Ensure that women with disabilities have access to information and services in the field of violence against women.
Very few efforts have been made by governments, authorities or the UN system as such, to ensure that this provision is fulfilled. Most societies have the knowledge about how WWD and GWD could benefit from accessible information and support, but very few States use this knowledge to take practical actions. 
Furthermore, technologies have been developed for informing groups of people with various disabilities about what to do and where to go to get information and services in the field of violence, but most States take it for granted that civil society itself, with no government support or funding, will produce and provide the information in accessible formats. 


To our knowledge, no State can demonstrate that they have a systematic information system directed to WWD or GWD and there is no evidence of the development of any such information campaigns being planned by any States in the coming years.
WWD face not only domestic violence, but also institutional and systemic violence, punishment, abuse and/or the threat of such violence, directed at them by authorities, the healthcare system, the social security system, and other public systems.  
In some countries support has been provided to WWD by the women’s shelters, if they exist in the country. However no resources to educate those working as volunteers has been provided and the social service sector has not put any money into the shelter programs to ensure that sheltered homes and apartments are accessible for WWD or that WWD receive information about the existence of such shelters. 
Research undertaken by some national DPO’s shows that young WWD are particularly vulnerable in situations of both domestic violence and violence committed by the State itself. Elderly women are exposed to severe violence and their needs are not recognized or addressed by any interest group. The need for support and protection for young WWD and elderly women must be investigated and actions must be taken by officials to combat all types of violence against WWD and GWD. 
Many States have no official statistics or disaggregated data about the prevalence of violence against WWD or GWD, including violence committed by the State itself, the administrative systems and authorities. 

National laws must also be changed so as to end of all forms of cruel and inhuman traditions, behaviors, belief, language, and that cruel, painful and degrading treatment stops immediately. The health care system must respect and enforce the right to full and informed consent by all WWD prior to providing any treatment. Courts, police and prosecutors must be informed, educated and able to support WWD and GWD who face violence of any kind. 
REFERENCE: 

Violence against WWD has been highlighted by the disability movement itself and research exists proving that violence against WWD is as common an experience for WWD as for non-disabled women and, in fact, occurs even more frequently against WWD!  

Studies are made on violence against WWD by DPO’s in Spain, Canada, USA, UK, Sweden, Australia and New Zealand and other countries. There are also small studies made by NGO’s in many other countries and can be find on the web. WHO has recognized that WWD also face violence, both systemic and domestic, and is just now working on the subject. 

Concerning older women in general, there are very little research available in national statistics and data as well as within WHO, CEDAW monitoring committee or CSW, and concerning older WWD, we have only the oral reports or  documentations made by some DPO’s and their female members to lean on. 
It is necessary for States to change their present laws, in accordance with the CRPD and CEDAW, to ensure that support and protection for WWD and GWD is specifically addressed and provided.

Paragraph 174: EDF Women’s Committee would like to make the following remarks with respect to the promotion of women’s businesses and enterprises and access to productive resources: 
Few States have developed programs that target WWD or GWD as a particular group of concern. Even in the rehabilitation service sector few States have developed programs specifically designed for WWD and GWD to promote their self esteem, self-confidence, and self-reliance. Such programs, if they existed, would promote better health for WWD and GWD and also job opportunities and the opportunity to become self-supporting,  
Paragraph 178: Concerning occupational segregation and employment discrimination: 

There is a gender gap between access to the labor market for men and for women and therefore women earn less and are generally poorer than men. 
The unemployment rate among WWD is much higher than among MWD. The unemployment rate among MWD is much higher than in the average population. The unemployment rate among PWD can be as high as 95% in many developing countries. In industrial countries the unemployment rate is about 50-75%.  
There is a clear connection between disability and gender on one hand and on the unemployment and poor health among WWD on the other hand, which is not disability related but rather related to social exclusion, low socio-economic status and discrimination. 
In most States, there are no gender equality programs which also include WWD. In national labor force programs, if such programs exist in the State, it is urgent to change the present depressing situation for WWD so WWD also can sustain and support themselves. 
REFERENCES 

Statistics of the unemployment rate among PWD is undertaken by some states,  in connection with investigation of the social welfare system’s  and its impact on the living condition for PWD. Many DPO’s have by themselves also undertaken  research on the  unemployment rate within their own members. . ILO has also some facts as well as studies undertaken in the UK, Spain, Canada, Sweden, Australia and other countries. 

In paragraph 206: EDF Women’s Committee wishes to add the following comment regarding data collection: 
There is very little data collected from the perspective of gender and disability. There are few, if any, official efforts to research and provide official statistics regarding the social welfare and the life situations of PWD.  In some countries, the disability movements have undertaken their own initiatives with their own resources to consult with survey institutes and ascertain through surveys and other research, information on the social welfare situation of PWD, violence against WWD, education, access to culture, health circumstances, job opportunities and the income level of PWD, etc. All this has been undertaken by DPO’s themselves, due to the fact that official statistics and data collection are rarely segregated with respect to disability. 
Paragraph 225: In reference to women’s human rights: 

There is an enormous gap in the legal system between the effort to provide for fundamental Human Rights and the reality for WWD. As 186 States have ratified the CEDAW and currently almost 80 States have ratified the CRPD, efforts must be undertaken immediately to live up to both CEDAW, (which also include the HR of WWD) and the CRPD as binding international law. Much work needs to be done to fulfill the obligations related to PWD and in particular to WWD and GWD.
[Note from Myra: We could include a statement that refers specifically to legal capacity in this section and in the next section.] 
In paragraph 232 (p):In reference to equality and non-discrimination under the law and in practice:

The Beijing declaration refers to the UN Standard Rules, but the CRPD is a much stronger tool for the protection and promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities.  All efforts should be made to fulfill the CRPD and the obligations set forth in the Convention. The CRPD supersedes all other UN documents on disabilities. 

It is not possible today for PWD to request nor receive official documents, including Human Rights documents, in plain language formats, or in an alternative script such Braille or audio, in sign language, in augmentative and alternative modes, means and formats appropriate for persons with disabilities and in accordance with the UN CRPD. It is even difficult to find basic school materials in alternative formats for CWD or for students with disabilities, particularly in developing countries. 
In paragraph 270 it states: “The girl child with disabilities faces additional barriers and needs to be ensured non​discrimination and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms.” 
These are very nice words but seem to be without value, as we collectively know that girl children with disabilities are less wanted, have less access to education, social services and support services!  In developing countries,  95% of GWD are still out of school and in industrialized countries, the quality of education and support for boys with disabilities is higher than what is provided for GWD. 
It will be far into the future when GWD will be able to claim they are “…ensured non​discrimination and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms.”
From almost all the countries around the world, the International Network of Women With Disabilities (INWWD), reports that the situation for GWD is critical and the commitments in both CRC and the Beijing Declaration are not being fulfilled or have not even moved forward despite the fact that the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) has been in place for 20 years and it is 15 years since the Beijing Declaration was adopted! Both the CRC and the CRPD must be fully implemented and recognized by ratifying States. This is far from the reality of today. 

There are not enough people or organizations that are crying out to the rest of the world, because the GWD cannot do it themselves, to bring to light the terrible situation and life conditions so many GWD live under today! 

The level of civilization of mankind can be measured by the way the society treats its most marginalized groups!  It is easy to see that, in most countries, the level of civilization is very low when we look at the situation of GWD in the world! 
REFERENCE: 

The disability unit at UNESCO has lots of information on the exclusion of children with disabilities and even the World Bank has produced statistics on the subject. ONCE in Spain has made a good report to UNICEF about the situation of children with disabilities and their exclusion. UNICEF itself has also both statistics and information of the educational problems that exist for children and young persons with disabilities in many countries.    The monitoring committee of CRC is constantly dealing with the situation of children with disabilities and all reporting countries are urged to report on CWD. NGO’s use to pick up this issue also in their parallel reports. 
Many countries have special units  for education of children with disabilities, but unfortunately it happens too often that those  units sort under the ministry of social welfare and not under the ministry of education. 

International organisations that work with education as one of its main priorities, like Rehabilitation International (RI), Christoffel Blinden Mission (CBM),  Handicap International (HI), Sight Savers International and International Council for Education of Visually Impaired (ICEVI), have all deep knowledge and good statistics of the situation of children  and youth with disabilities and their educational problems that exist in almost all countries, including western countries. 
