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I would like to start my presentation with a very brief history of the fastest negotiated human rights treaty that entered into force on 3 May 2008. 

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its. United Nations Headquarters in New York, and was opened for signature on 30 March 2007. There were eighty two signatories to the Convention, forty four signatories to the Optional Protocol, and 1 ratification of the Convention. This is the highest number of signatories in history to a UN Convention on its opening day. It is the first comprehensive human rights treaty of the 21st century and is the first human rights convention to be open for signature by regional integration organizations. 
For the purposes of this conference, a short questionnaire on the status in EBU member countries on the CRPD was sent out by the EBU women’s steering group to all EBU member organizations. The questionnaire was divided into three parts:

The first part was the demographic information of the person completing the questionnaire. Information such as country, organization and personal contact details were collected.
The second part was devoted to the ratification of the CRPD and the optional protocol.

The third and last part regarded the implementation and monitoring process on a national level as well as the role that the national organizations of persons with disabilities play in this process.
Eighteen questionnaires from fifteen EBU member countries were completed and returned to us. These countries included:

Denmark, Sweden, Bulgaria, Moldova, Check Republic, Germany, Finland, Rumania, Poland, Bosnia Herzegovina, Montenegro, the Netherlands, Slovenia, Greece and Cyprus.

In regards to the ratification of the CRPD and the optional protocol, there was a disagreement between the answers given in the questionnaires and the relevant list of countries given in the official website of the United Nations. So, please allow me to present these results by referring to the website. 

Out of the seventy nine countries that have ratified the Convention so far, only fourteen are EU states, these refer to:

Austria - 26 September 2008 

Belgium - 2 July 2009 

Czech Republic - 28 September 2009 only the Convention 

Denmark - 24 July 2009 only the Convention 

France - 18 February 2010 

Germany - 24 February 2009 

Hungary - 20 July 2007 

Italy - 15 May 2009 

Latvia - 1 March 2010 

Portugal - 23 September 2009 

Slovenia - 24 April 2008 

Spain - 3 December 2007 

Sweden - 15 December 2008 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland- 8 June 2009 and the optional protocol on 7 August 2009 
Other European countries that ratified the Convention and the optional protocol include:

Bosnia and Herzegovina – 12 March 2010

Croatia - 15 August 2007 

Montenegro - 02 November 2009 

San Marino - 22 February 2008 

Serbia - 31 July 2009 

Turkey - 28 September 2009

Ukraine - 4 February 2010 

What is also noteworthy is that in November 26, 2009 a milestone in the history of the EU occurred. The Convention was then ratified by the EU as a body and not as member states. This historical moment of commitment is of huge significance and practical importance. 
The third part of the questionnaire was based on article 33 of the Convention that provides for the Monitor implementation of the Convention's precepts. The article calls for States to set up some sort of independent monitoring mechanisms – which usually takes the form of an independent national human rights institution. It also points out the importance of the full participation of civil society, in particular persons with disabilities and their representative organizations and how essential it is in the national monitoring and implementation process.

The following conclusions were drawn from reviewing the questionnaires.
In the countries that a focal point was designate within its government for matters relating to the implementation of the present Convention that focal point referred to:

the Ministry of Public Health, Welfare and Sports

The Ministry for human rights and refugees 

The Ministry of Social Affairs 

The Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs

Particular departments for the various articles, 

Discrimination Ombudsman and 

Government Council for the care of people with disabilities.

Besides The Netherlands, Germany, the Czech Republic and Montenegro, no other country has established a coordination mechanism within the government to facilitate related action in different sectors and at different levels.

Other than Sweden that has established a mechanism that is not independent from the government, and Montenegro that uses the Government Council for the care of people with disabilities, no other country has established a framework including one or more independent mechanisms to promote, protect and monitor the implementation of the present Convention in accordance with its legal and administrative system. 

In the Netherlands, Germany, Czech Republic and Montenegro, persons with disabilities and/or their representative organisations are involved and can participate fully in the monitoring process of the Convention. 

In the countries that this was not accomplished, organizations undertook a number of activities to ensure the inclusion of people with disabilities in the monitoring process of the Convention. These activities include the organization of seminars for the monitoring, meetings with EDF and government representatives.

At this point it is essential to point out that in most countries the monitoring process did not yet start.

In the case where organizations of persons with disabilities are involved, this was a result of a request from the disability organisations themselves. Even in that case, it is considered too early to discuss about the composition and how does this monitoring function in practice.

Finally, national organisations undertaken various actions to ensure the inclusion of people with disabilities in the monitoring process 
by being members of the Disability Council, 
work closely with other organizations of persons with disabilities, 
engage in a dialogue with the government, 

be actively involved  in the translation process, 

request for changes in favour of disabled children towards inclusive education,  

raise awareness among politicians to include persons with disabilities  in the monitoring process,

Take active part in all working groups and commissions working on issues of people with disabilities, 

Become members of the local councils for the care of people with disabilities and 

Implement of study on the compatibility of national legislation policies and programs with the provisions of the CRPD

Present laws to adjust the national legislation to the CRPD. 

For the disability community in Europe, the significance of the Convention is hard to overestimate. After all, it affects the lives of 65 million persons in Europe. However, it is clear that the road ahead is long and enjoying the benefits of the Convention is proving far-reaching. Although the Council of the European Union ratified the Convention on November 2009, the convention will become binding across the EU when the ratification instrument is formally deposited with the UN only when the other thirteen member state has ratified the treaty. 

So once again the need for the disability movement to come together and join forces is proven crucial. The exchanging of ideas and good practice can benefit member states to speed up the process of the ratification and come closer to the day when the EU member states would be obliged to remove barriers, to curb discrimination and to adopt inclusive policies in various areas.
