A precious experience

By Tifa Tucic,
EBU Women´s Network member

For someone who comes from a country where human rights violation happens on a daily basis, participation in the EBU  Women's Conference in Cyprus was very important.

Blind women in Bosnia and Herzegovina are confronted with barriers in all areas of life. The rate of unemployment is higher than in other countries. Even for graduated blind women it is very hard to find a job. Young blind girls have no technical and professional support when they decide to attend ordinary schools. Many blind women and girls in Bosnia and Herzegovina are victims of violence: in their families, on the workplace, etc. But they are not alone. They have the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as a powerful tool to fight for their rights, like their colleagues from other European countries.

Blind and partially sighted women from 19 countries met in Cyprus during the EBU Conference  «Making the UN Convention work for visually impaired women», March 2010.  The event  that took place in Sandy Beach Hotel in Larnaca was organized by the Pancyprian Organization of the Blind and the EBU Women´s Steering Group.
All attending women brought a high amount of positive energy with them to Cyprus which made the offered workshops lively, efficient and helpful for all participants. Working in small groups enabled them to get to know each other better, to find out more about the needs of blind and partially sighted women in different countries, to exchange experience and ideas, to come to action points, to network, etc. Each participant had an opportunity to contribute and give suggestions in each presentation or discussion session.
The EBU Cyprus Declaration is the result of three days work.

I am very impressed with the solidarity and understanding between women. Our activities are not finished with the ending of the Conference. The EBU Women´s Network will help us to keep in touch, to support each other and exchange information.
I am aware that the position of visually impaired women in Bosnia and Herzegovina is a very hard one. Our national association of the blind is ready to support activities focusing on the improvement of the situation of blind and partially sighted women in Bosnia and Herzegovina. And we are currently  in the phase of making a short-term plan.

